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Ecolabels and 
Stora Enso’s 
Sustainability Agenda
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1. We care about all our people

2. We help communities be resilient

3. We play fair
Employees and 

wider workforce Community Business ethics
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5. We combat global warming
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7. We help customers be sustainable

8. We choose like-minded partners

9. We reward investors sustainablyCustomers Suppliers Investors
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Stakeholder input

Materiality
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to Society (TCS)
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Ecolabels and our Sustainability Agenda

• Ecolabels are voluntary certificates indicating that products have a reduced environmental impact
compared to similar products.

• Ecolabel criteria include the whole life cycle of a product, from the extraction of raw materials 
throughout production, use and recycling or disposal:

− Restricted use of harmful or hazardous substances

− Products “fit for use”

− Sustainable fibre sources (FSC, PEFC, recycled fibres)

− Reduced discharges to water / emissions to air

− Lower energy consumption

− Proper waste management

• → Social agenda

• → Environmental agenda
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Ecolabels and our Sustainability Agenda (cont.)

• The criteria are defined in a way that only a certain percentage of products can meet them. 
That’s why a product with an ecolabel can be considered environmentally superior compared 
to other products in the same category.

• Therefore, using paper with an ecolabel

• not only provides third-party evidence of superior environmental performance,

• but also fulfils a prerequisite for the final paper product to be also awarded an ecolabel.

• → Economic agenda
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Ecolabels in Stora
Enso Paper Division



Common Ecolabels

• Common Ecolabels are

− EU Ecolabel (EU Flower)
− http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/

− Nordic Ecolabel (Nordic Swan)
− http://www.nordic-ecolabel.org/

− Blauer Engel (Blue Angel)
− https://www.blauer-engel.de/en
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EU Ecolabel

• EU Ecolabel is the label of the European Union, 
EU Ecolabel Scheme is laid down in Regulation 
(EC) No 66/2010 of the European Parliament 
and of the Council of 25 November 2009.

• National EU Ecolabel competent body (e.g. 
“Ecolabelling Sweden”) evaluates the data and 
awards the EU Ecolabel certificate (with the 
Annex of certified products).

• EU Ecolabel Product Catalogue can be found 
on http://ec.europa.eu/ecat/products/en

• In Division Paper we use 2 paper product 
categories:

1. Copying and Graphic Paper (Anjala, 
Kvarnsveden, Langerbrugge, Maxau, 
Nymölla, Oulu, Sachsen, Veitsiluoto)

2. Newsprint Paper (Langerbrugge, Sachsen)8
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Nordic Ecolabel – two levels of recognition

• Nordic Ecolabelled paper

− Most beneficial with papers for public consumption e.g. copy papers

− A certificate is awarded, logo can be used according to the guidelines.

− (Nymölla, Veitsiluoto)

• Nordic Ecolabel inspected/approved paper

− With intermediate paper for business-to-business use e.g. printing houses

− Not as demanding procedure as Ecolabelling, also less expensive

− No certificate awarded, logo use is not allowed.

− In product lists, catalogues and offers it is possible to declare ”This paper is 
inspected/approved for Nordic Ecolabelled printing and printed matter.”, but 
not in advertisements, materials for exhibitions or packaging of the paper.

− (Anjala, Hylte, Kvarnsveden, Oulu, Veitsiluoto)

• List of Nordic Ecolabelled papers, Nordic Ecolabel inspected/approved 
papers, as well as our EU Ecolabelled papers can be found on 
http://www.nordic-ecolabel.org/certification/paper-pulp-printing/
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Blauer Engel (Blue Angel)

• Blue Angel is the world‘s first and oldest environmental label (founded in 
1978) and Germany‘s best known ecolabel (recognized in Europe and Asia).

• Criteria are set by the German Federal Environment Agency and certified by 
RAL gGmbH (German Institute for Quality Assurance and Certification).

• Blue Angel manufacturers can be found on https://www.blauer-engel.de/en/products/company

• In Division Paper we use 2 paper product categories „Umweltzeichen“ UZ:

1. UZ 14 for Recycled Paper with 100% recycled fibre share 
(Langerbrugge, Maxau, Sachsen)

2. UZ 72 for Printing and Publication Papers with predominantly 
recycled fibre share (Maxau, Sachsen)
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Ecolabelled paper by Stora Enso: Paper you can trust

• Stora Enso’s ambition is to continuously develop 
innovative paper products.

• More than 90% of Stora Enso Paper Division’s own 
brands are covered by one or more ecolabels.

• We will maintain our ecolabels and apply for further 
products according to customer requests.

• We promote our ecolabelled papers towards our 
customers as

• they can be considered environmentally superior 
compared to other products in the same category,

• they fulfil a prerequisite for the final paper product of 
our customers to be also awarded an ecolabel.
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Communication of 
Ecolabels



Communication of Ecolabels

1. All schemes have their own communication guidelines for B-to-B and B-to-C communication.

2. Communication of Ecolabels is voluntary in all Ecolabel schemes and can be done in several ways 
(either/or or in combination (also in combination with FSC/PEFC)):

1. Logo usage (on-product labelling)

2. Statements (claims) on sales documents (order confirmations, invoices, delivery documents)

3. Online via internet

3. Ecolabels MUST NOT be used as part of trade names. New trade names are not automatically ecolabelled, 
but must be registered to ecolabel competent body before they can be delivered as ecolabelled.

4. Several labels can be printed on the same product (e.g. FSC or PEFC and EU Ecolabel and Nordic 
Ecolabel) and several statements (claims) can be combined on sales documents (e.g. FSC or PEFC and EU 
Ecolabel and Blue Angel statements).
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Veitsiluoto ream label with PEFC, EU and Nordic Ecolabel
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Veitsiluoto lid label with PEFC, EU and Nordic Ecolabel 
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On-product labelling – logo guidelines

• EU Ecolabel:
http://ec.europa.eu/
environment/ecolab
el/documents/logo_
guidelines.pdf

• Nordic Ecolabel: 
http://www.nordic-
ecolabel.org/certific
ation/graphical-
guidelines/

• Blue Angel:
https://www.blauer-
engel.de/en/compa
nies/how-do-you-
use-blue-angel/use-
logo

16

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/documents/logo_guidelines.pdf
http://www.nordic-ecolabel.org/certification/graphical-guidelines/
https://www.blauer-engel.de/en/companies/how-do-you-use-blue-angel/use-logo


Ecolabel statements on sales and delivery documents

Delivery document „Gewichtsspezifikation“ 
with 3 Ecolabel claims:

1. FSC certificate nr and claim

2. Blauer Engel UZ 14 
(Zeichennutzungsvertrag Nr. 25921)

3. EU Ecolabel (Licence No FI/11/007)
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Ecolabel certificates on SE Paper Sustainability Page
https://www.storaenso.com/paper-sustainability
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Ecolabel certificates on Stora Enso Download centre
https://www.storaenso.com/en/download-centre?d=1&t=1
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Ecolabel certificates on Stora Enso Paper Product Finder
https://www.storaenso.com/en/products/paper/product-finder

20

https://www.storaenso.com/en/products/paper/product-finder


Blue Angel website
https://www.blauer-engel.de/en/products/company
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2 EU Ecolabel sub-sites (on http://ec.europa.eu/ecat/ )

http://ec.europa.eu/ecat/category/en/3/copying-and-graphic-paper
http://ec.europa.eu/ecat/category/en/36/newsprint-paper
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2 Nordic Ecolabel sub-sites (on http://www.nordic-ecolabel.org/certification/paper-pulp-printing/ )

http://www.nordic-ecolabel.org/certification/paper-pulp-printing/for-printed-matter/
http://www.nordic-ecolabel.org/certification/paper-pulp-printing/for-printing-companies/
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